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History Policy

Rationale
This policy outlines the teaching, organisation and management of history taught and learnt at Stanningley Primary School. The policy has been drawn up as a result of staff discussion and has the full agreement of the Governing Body.  The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all teaching staff.  The responsibility for monitoring and review rests with the history co-ordinator and the Senior Leadership Team. 
History is taught through topics, taking a cross curricular approach.  Topics are planned to engage and excite all our learners.  We feel that the children at Stanningley Primary School need practical, first hand experiences in order to reach their potential, allowing them to understand fully, by living the experience. Therefore the staff at Stanningley Primary School will look for opportunities to incorporate trips, visitors and hands-on experiences in order to enhance the children’s learning. History is a valuable part of the curriculum because it provides skills and concepts that connect and enhance other school subjects. 
Aims

At Stanningley Primary School we want to promote curiosity and interest about the past and an understanding of how it influences the development of the modern world. We use the National Curriculum as the basis for teaching all of the history skills and knowledge appropriate to the age of the children. The National Curriculum contains statutory content, which must be followed by all year groups, as well as non-statutory guidance to help schools plan their history curriculum. This non-statutory guidance does not have to be followed but is there to provide ideas; teachers may use this, alongside other schemes of work to plan their lessons. 
At Stanningley we teach history to:

· Help children develop a chronological secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history including significant events and people.
· Engage pupils' curiosity about the past in Britain and the wider world.

· Encourage thinking about how the past influences the present.

· Help pupils develop a chronological framework for their knowledge of significant events and people.

· Foster a sense of identity and an increased understanding of pupils' own position in their own community and the world. 

· Help pupils understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups.

· Develop a range of skills and abilities - particularly those related to finding out about the past, explaining what happened and what people then and now think about what happened.

Purpose of study (taken from the National Curriculum)

 A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time.
Aims of the National Curriculum
The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils:

· know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world 

· know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind

· gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’

· understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses

· understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed

· gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts: understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales

Planning

The National Curriculum for history states the areas of study for Key Stages 1 and 2 and these are taught together with the key elements.

1. chronological understanding 

2. knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 

3. historical interpretation 

4. historical enquiry 

5. organisation and communication
In Foundation Stage learners are given the opportunity to find out about past and present events in their own lives and those of their families and other people they know. In the Foundation stage History is covered under Knowledge and Understanding of the World through child-initiated and adult led activities which meet the interests of the learners.  

In KS1 and KS2 teachers plan and deliver history topics, using the National Curriculum learning objectives and the Voyagers Scheme of work is used to support them with this. 
Attainment targets 
By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study. 

Subject content
Key Stage 1

Pupils should be taught about:

· changes within living memory 

· events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for example, the Great Fire of London, Changes in Transport] 

· the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements [for example, Queen Victoria, Rosa Parks]

· significant historical events, people and places in their own locality 

Key Stage 2

Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching the British, local and world history outlined below, teachers should combine overview and depth studies to help pupils understand both the long arc of development and the complexity of specific aspects of the content.

Pupils should be taught about:

· Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age
· The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain

· Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots

· The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor

· A local history study

· A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066

· The achievements of the earliest civilizations [for example, The Indus Valley, Ancient Egypt]

· Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world

· A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history
Teaching and Learning

At Stanningley Primary School we use a variety of teaching and learning styles in to meet the needs of all learners. 
· Learners are taught as a whole class, in groups, pairs and where appropriate individually.  
· Within lessons, we give learners the opportunity to both work on their own and to collaborate with others, listen to other peoples’ ideas and treat these with respect.  
· They have opportunities to access and use a wide range of resources, including books, ICT, photographs, outside visitors, trips (both local and further afield), film clips and resources from the museum service and Artemis. 
· Children will present their knowledge and understanding in a variety of ways such as through drama, art, models, various writing styles / genre, collage, timelines, sketches, maps. 
· As they grow in confidence, children will begin to pose and investigate their own questions about the past, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments and develop perspective and judgement.
When teaching history we:

· Always explain what we want pupils to know, understand and be able to do through the history they are about to do.
· Often use a key question to direct pupils' thinking / enquiry about the past.
· Vary the resources and activities to ensure each pupil can be effective in finding out about and trying to explain the past. 
Monitoring
The history co-ordinator will monitor the teaching and learning of history in the school by conducting book scrutinies, learning walks and pupil interviews on a termly basis
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