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WRITING POLICY
“You can make anything by writing.” C.S. Lewis

“There is something delicious about writing the first words of a story. You never quite know where they’ll take you.” Beatrix Potter 
Rationale

Writing has a pre-eminent place in education and in society. A high-quality education in writing at Stanningley Primary School will teach pupils to write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others and through their reading and listening, others can communicate with them. Through engaging in carefully planned activities based around high-quality texts, pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. Literature, especially, plays a key role in such development. Pupils will also have acquired a wide range of vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge, of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language. Through the core texts selected and studied, the pupils at Stanningley will learn to appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage and by the end of their primary school journey pupils should be able to write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences.
The Teaching of Writing
Early Years Foundation Stage                                                                                                                                   Writing forms a central part of the Communication and language and Literacy areas of development. We believe the foundation for writing is built on children’s oral work and children are encouraged to express their ideas at every opportunity throughout each of the Early Learning Goals. Staff model use of language and create opportunities for children to develop their talk in every lesson. Daily, weekly and medium term planning clearly demonstrates this focus and include early Talk for Writing techniques and storytelling. In addition to cross-curricular opportunities, specific writing objectives are planned in order to begin giving children the skills they will need as writers. A wide range of writing materials are always available to children in the classroom and a specific role play area which complements the termly topic is used to provide a real purpose for children’s early writing. We recognise both the importance of the teacher acting as scribe on occasions, in order to create stories and the importance of children writing freely as emergent writers.
Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2

The writing curriculum is underpinned by the statutory content of the National Curriculum for writing at Key Stages 1 and 2, with clear progression across year groups. The curriculum is planned to ensure that a wide range of literature from different cultures and heritages is explored and valued.

Pupils are provided with opportunities to write for real purposes and real audiences. Our pupils have opportunities to apply and showcase their writing skills across the curriculum through writing lessons, Star of the Week assemblies and the half termly Golden Pen Award, 

Together, we have designed the curriculum to best suit the needs of our pupils and to spark interest, challenge and curiosity. We teach writing alongside different core texts which are sometimes linked to other curriculum areas being studied. 
The writing sequences ensure:

· There are high quality model texts for the children to deconstruct and analyse with their teacher. Writing tasks are based on the core text and focus on specific grammar aims from the National Curriculum.

· Spelling, punctuation and grammar are taught in the context of pupil’s own writing, and where necessary through discrete lessons.

· Pupils have abundant opportunities for talk within writing lessons in order to engage and understand the core text thoroughly through a range of drama activities such as freeze frames, role play and conscience alleys.

· There are ample opportunities for teachers to model writing skills by teaching pupils how to create, improve and revise their writing through drafting, editing and redrafting.  
· Every opportunity is provided for pupils to become critical readers of their own writing by using self or peer-evaluation and by checking their work independently or alongside another pupil for sense, precision and meaning.

· Pupils are provided with a wide range of vocabulary and resources to support the development of writing, for example: word mats, key word lists, tips for using specific grammatical skills, etc. 
· Pupils are taught to develop their ability to organise and present their writing.

A model for teaching writing:

Handwriting                                                                                                                                                             At Stanningley Primary School we ensure that we maintain high standards of handwriting and this is taught using the Leading Lines cursive handwriting programme. This is a whole- school programme designed to help all children develop a confident, legible and personal handwriting style and meet higher curriculum expectations. 
Children develop their early writing skills in EYFS through strengthening their gross motor and fine motor skills, which evolves further as they move throughout the school. In reception children learn how to use the entry and exit strokes on each letter and this develops into joined handwriting in Year 1 and beyond
Through progressive teaching in all year groups and by the end of Year 6 we want pupils to be able to:

·  write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting language that shows good awareness of the reader.
· describe settings, characters and atmosphere in narratives.

· integrate dialogue in narratives to convey character and advance the action

· select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what the writing requires, doing this mostly appropriately (e.g. using contracted forms in dialogues in narrative; using passive verbs to affect how information is presented; using modal verbs to suggest degrees of possibility)

· use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. conjunctions, adverbials of time and place, pronouns, synonyms) within and across paragraphs

· use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout their writing

· use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 mostly correctly (e.g. commas, semi-colons, inverted commas, apostrophes, etc)

· spell correctly most words from the year 5 / year 6 spelling list,* and use a dictionary to check the spelling of uncommon or more ambitious vocabulary

· maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing at speed.

Assessment of Writing
Assessment is regarded as an integral part of teaching and learning and is a continuous process. It is the responsibility of the class teacher to assess all pupils in their class. We strive to make our assessment purposeful, allowing us to match the correct level of work to the needs of the pupils, thus benefiting the pupils and ensuring progress.
  ▪ Assessment for Learning: We are continually assessing our pupils and recording their progress. Information for assessment is gathered in various ways: by talking to the children, observing their work, marking. Teachers use this assessment information to adapt current provision, plan further work and set new targets.  
▪ Assessment of Learning: This information is gathered from Teacher Assessment of a range of independent pieces of writing, which can be found either in the writing books or in a separate writing file. These independent pieces should be part of the normal writing journey and should not be one-off pieces. Writing is assessed using the year group writing assessment grids, which are used to set pupil targets and identify priorities for intervention. This is conducted in line with the school’s agreed assessment procedures. 
 ▪ Feedback: Children are provided with constructive and timely feedback in line with our assessment policy. Verbal feedback is given during lessons in addition to regular self and peer-assessment opportunities. Teachers provide parents with feedback on their child’s progress and achievement at parent’s evenings and through the end of year report.
Evidence of Progress   
  In order to provide evidence of children’s progress, each pupil will produce a piece of independent writing each half term. The independent pieces of writing will be of the same genre as the one taught during the unit.   
 Teachers should aim to ensure that the 6 independent pieces cover a range of genres across the year.    
Independent pieces of writing will normally be completed in the child’s writing book, as part of the normal writing journey for a particular genre, and will show clear evidence of the child’s progress. 
• All independent pieces of writing in English books should be assessed in detail, using the year group writing grids and with sufficient immediacy to enable pupils to understand their areas for development. The writing grids are stuck in the front of children’s English books and referred to by the class teacher so that the children are aware of and clear about their writing targets. 
 In EYFS, children’s mark-making and early writing is routinely assessed, in line with the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework and the Early Learning Goals.  
Moderation  
Writing moderation takes place each half term in teacher pairs; this is to quality assure children’s writing and agree on strengths and areas for development for each child, as well as a current judgement as to where the child is working (e.g ARE, WT, GD). 

Inclusion  

Planning at all levels ensures that the interests of all groups of children are taken into account – for example: boys and girls; EAL pupils; pupils with additional needs, etc.  Pupils are flexibly grouped – sometimes working in ability or mixed ability groups, according to the task. Pupils are given opportunities to learn as individuals, in pairs, small groups and as a whole class, both independently and with support from teachers and teaching assistants. 
Intervention 
Intervention programmes at a range of levels are run for individuals and groups of children throughout the year as appropriate; These are overseen by the subject leader and the SENCO.  
Interventions are provided to boost children’s progress in writing and are delivered through a range of small group activities with a set success criteria and outcomes. Writing interventions are often additional to the English lessons and can be delivered by both the teacher and the teaching assistant. More able writers are also challenged in the classroom and receive additional opportunities throughout the year.                                                       

The Learning Environment 
Classrooms have displays of writing checklists and prompts to support teaching and learning. Working walls are also used in each classroom as prompts and reminders to stimulate children’s writing. As we value children’s writing, displays will include examples of work to celebrate achievements.
How to support your child at home
· Practice spelling words from the spelling list.

· Provide writing opportunities for your child e.g. writing a thank you note, writing the shopping list, party invitations and letters to family etc

· Teach your child new words each week and encourage them to use them. Your child can keep a vocabulary notebook.

· Encourage your child to speak in full sentences using correct Standard English.

Monitoring of the Policy 

We are aware of the need to monitor and update the school's Writing Policy on a regular basis so that we can take account of improvements made in our practice, and changes to assessments, materials and government requirements. We will therefore review this policy at least once every two years.
This policy was formally adopted by Stanningley Primary School in September 2022

Review date: September 2024
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                        Writing                                                      Teacher modelling; teacher scribing; supported writing; planning; drafting; redrafting; editing; independent writing.





Stimulate


Familiarisation with the text type. Capturing ideas, oral rehearsal.                        Using high quality texts to challenge, interest and engage. 





Capture, Identify, Sort


Teacher demonstration; analysing texts; identification of text features; learning the skills; practising, having a go; what techniques can I learn and apply?








